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UNODC

United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime

Concept Note for Training on HIV and COVID-19 Prevention in Prison Settings
August-September 2022
Thailand, Cambodia and Malaysia

BRIEF DESCRIPTION:

Globally, prisons are one of the hardest-hit settings by the COVID pandemic. In the-Seuth-and-South East
Asia region prisons are generally overcrowded, close contact settings and confined spaces. The Covid 19
disease caused by SARS - CoV 2 variants is transmitted more easily in such enclosed situations®. Beside
COVID-19, other infectious diseases such as HiV, viral hepatitis and TB have long been a health priority in
prisons. People in prisons are seven times more likely to be living with HIV than the general population. It
is estimated that within the global prison population 4.6% are HiV positive, 15.1% have hepatitis C (HCV),
4.8% have chronic hepatitis B (HBV), and 2.8% have active tuberculosis (TB). Prison overcrowding is a
contribution factor for the higher prevalence of such diseases.? Prison overcrowding in the Southeast and
Pacific region has been associated with punitive criminal justice policies and a lack of adequate resources
to offer humane living conditions for persons in prisons such as healthcare, food and accommodation.

Prison systems are therefore challenged to maintain the health and safety of people living and working in
prison as well as the wider community. The COVID 19 pandemic calls for renewed collaborative efforts to
identify, measure and monitor effective prison system capacities in order to manage and mitigate public
health emergencies and crises in the region.

. The typical medical condition of prisoners is generally

Prison Overcrowding in Southeast Asia lower than that of the general population, with issues
Peison Occupancy Level RN such as tuberculosis, hepatitis C, HIV, mental heaith and
139%  334%  529% drug use disorders. Health crisesand emergencies,
including the current COVID-19 pandemic, pose serious

threats to prison populations. It is therefore paramount

to facilitate better prison practices on; governance,
}_g;? human rights, vulnerable groups and prison health
o ’ management, to reduce health risks associated with
5 - COVID 19 and other health conditions in prison and
{i ;w;@,;, other closed settings in the region.
B o OEPIREE ' Prison management is struggling to maintain systems to

firstly, to protect people living and working in prison
from contracting COVID-19; secondly, to ensure
effective pre-entry quarantine for newly detained
persons within the international standards on COVID-19 management in prisons, thirdly, to maintain
effective strategies on provision of adequate health services for other health problems including HIV, TB,

Source: https://www.prisonstudies.org/map/asia

1 WHO How does COVID-19 spread between people? httDs://www.who.int/news-room/q-a-detaiI/coronavirus-disease-covid-19-
ho_w-is-it-transmitted#:"":text=The%20"‘l‘ hree%20C%27s” spaces%20with%20poor%20ventilation.

2 polan K. et al. “Global burden of HIV, viral hepatitis, and tuberculosis in prisoners and detainees.” The Lancet, vol 388, issue
10049, 1089 - 1102 (www.thelancet.com/journaIs/Iancet/article/PIISOl40—6736(16)30466-4/fulltext).




UNODC

United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime

viral hepatitis diseases and non-communicable diseases and finally, to effectively and fairly ensure early
release programmes to reduce prison congestion are implemented.

DESCRIPTION OF THE ACTIVITY AND TARGET PARTICIPANTS
UNODC purposes to conduct national level training for prison officials in Thailand, Cambodia, and Malaysia.

The aim will be to increase staff capacity in understanding on HIV prevention and treatment as well as
sharing knowledge of drug use and associated services for people who use drugs living in prison settings.

Outcome 1. Prison systems in Seuth-and-Southeast Asia are better prepared, with adequate strategies
against public health emergencies, including COVID-19

Output 1.1. The prison services are equipped with crisis prevention and communication strategies for public
health emergencies

Outcome 2: Prison officers and prisoners have increased knowledge and capacity to contribute to
pandemic preparedness and response

Output 2.1: Prison officers and prisoners have knowledge on how to prevent the spread of COVID-19 and

other communicable diseases, and on how to manage incidents and crises in the context of public health
emergencies

Outcome 3: Improved and continued delivery of prevention and care services on HIV, TB and viral
hepatitis

Output 3.1: People living and working in prison settings have an understanding and knowledge of improved
access to specialized services for special prison populations such as people who use drugs and people living
with HIV

Output 3.2: Innovative practices and pro-active communication with the prison population are developed

DESCRIPTION OF THE ACTIVITY AND TARGET PARTICIPANTS
It is proposed that a series of trainings will take place in Thailand, Malaysia and Cambodia during August &
September.

The training will take place over 2 days with an optional third day for UNODC staff and trainers to visit a
local prison to provide technical support. Social distancing and COVID-19 prevention measures will be
ensured throughout.

Participants will be expected to know their relevant prison department’ sBepartment—ofCorrections
Standard Operating Procedures for the Management of COVID-19 suspected cases.

Starting from the basic understanding of pathogen characteristics participants will be taken through the
information shared in leading guidance for prison settings including the WHO preparedness, prevention
and control of COVID-19 in prisons and other places of detention guidance. They will have an opportunity
to apply the concepts to their own experiences.




UNODC

United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime

During day 2 of the training will cover the UNODC Comprehensive Package that has-been-has been updated
in 2020 jointly by UNODC, ILO, WHO, UNFPA, UNAIDS, and UNDP to help countries prevent the transmission
of HIV, TB and viral hepatitis diseases in prison settings and to provide adequate care for those infected.

UNODC will identify trainers and it is expected the prison departmentsBepartments-of-Corrections will
identify the participants to invite. A suggested guide is participants will comprise people working in jails and
prisons comprising of, but not limited to: '

& Health and custodial staff of the prison departmentsBepartrments-of-Corrections
& Ministries of Public Health responsible for prisons (where relevant)

& Other government agencies/units working in prison on health and welfare issues

INDICATIVE AGENDA
(timings and days will be confirmed once topics are finalised)

Day 1
Time item ’ Facilitator
1) Welcome and Introduction

2) COVID-19 virus: pathogen characteristics, signs and symptoms,
transmission ’

3) Preparedness, contingency planning and level of risk

4) Prevention measures

e Use of personal protection measures

e Environmental measures

e Pre-entry Screening and Quarantine measures

e Considerations for access restriction and movement limitations
e Staff safety and exposure to COVID-19

5) Working group discussions

6) Summary and wrap up day 1

Day 2
Time Item . Facilitator
1) | Welcome and recap from Day 1

2) COVID-19 Case management

e What provisions can be made in the prison environment
e Management of long COVID-19 in prison
e Sanitization of areas affected by COVID-19 exposure

3) Small group discussion: Special populations and their needs

e Transgender people in prison
e People living with HIV




e People with drug use disorders
4) The principles for HIV/AIDS, TB & viral hepatitis prevention and care in
prisons
5) Exercise: Conducting a situation and needs assessment and prioritisation
in resource limited settings
6) Feedback and group discussion
7) Wrap up and closing
Day 3
Technical support mission: Visit to a local prison by UNODC staff and
trainers
PROPOSED DATES
Country Dates
Thailand
Malaysia
Cambodia
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